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TAX 
 
Debt Ceiling Increase Expected to Move 
Before Boehner’s Retirement As Treasury 
Sets November 3 Deadline 
 
Key Points: 

 White House calls for “clean” debt limit bill 
as Treasury sets November 3 deadline 

 Action is expected prior Speaker Boehner’s 
retirement as the issue continues to be 
problematic for Republicans 
 

The Department of the Treasury (Treasury) 
stated in a letter that the debt limit must be 
raised by November 3 to ensure that the U.S. 
can pay its bills, bumping up the prior deadline 
by two days.  Such legislation is anticipated to 
move prior to Speaker of the House John 
Boehner’s (R-OH) impending retirement. The 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released a 
report this week along similar lines warning 
Congress that the debt limit must be raised in 
the next 30 days. CBO said Treasury will 
exhaust the “extraordinary measures” it has 
been using to delay default “sometime during 
the first half of November.” 
 

Senate and House leadership staff are in talks 
with the White House regarding a budget 
package that would include raising the debt 
ceiling, but the probability of an agreement is 
low as President Barack Obama has repeatedly 
said he will not negotiate an increase in the 
debt ceiling as part of budget talks. Moreover, 
Democrats suggested they would not accept 
changes to any entitlement programs as part of 
a deal. 
 
Raising the debt limit is an ongoing challenge 
for Republicans, and reportedly Boehner wants 
to resolve the issue before leaving office. The 
next deadline marks the first time during the 
Obama Administration Republicans will 
control of both the Senate and House during 
debt limit negotiations. The most recent debt 

This Week in Congress 

 House – The House was in recess.   

 Senate – The Senate was in recess. 
 
Next Week in Congress 

 House – The House is expected to consider the “SOAR Reauthorization Act” (H.R. 
10); the “Default Prevention Act” (H.R. 692); and the “National Strategic and 
Critical Minerals Production Act of 2015 (H.R. 1937).  

 Senate – The Senate will resume consideration of the “Stop Sanctuary Policies and 
Protect Americans Act” (S. 2146).  
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limit increase occurred in February 2014 and 
only 28 House Republicans voted in support of 
it. 
 
Ways and Means Agenda Unclear As 
Speaker Race Remains Unresolved  
 
Key Points: 

 The Committee’s legislative agenda may be 
delayed as Chairman Ryan continues to 
leading candidate for the next Speaker of the 
House 

 
The House Ways and Means Committee is 
facing an unclear path in light of the prospect 
of Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI) potentially 
becoming the next Speaker of the House. 
Committee members interested in the 
Chairmanship have reportedly begun making 
moves in the event Ryan becomes the next 
Speaker, with Representatives Pat Tiberi (R-
OH) and Kevin Brady (R-TX) likely the top 
candidates. Ryan has repeatedly said he is not 
interested in being replacing Speaker of the 
House John Boehner’s (R-OH), however he 
continues to discussed by members as their top 
pick and is reportedly mulling over the 
decision.   
 
If Ryan were to leave the Committee, the 
Committee’s legislative agenda could be 
delayed.  The House Ways and Means 
Committee has been working on a number of 
issues including tax extenders, highway 
funding, and Medicare reforms; all of which 
could be set aside if a new Chairman is needed.  
The next chairman would also have to rebuild 
the Committee staff if Ryan were to bring his 
top aides with him.  
 
House Releases Three Year Transportation 
Bill With No Offsets 
  
Key Points: 

 multi-year reauthorization is not paid for, 
although House may pass and go to conference 
with the Senate without specific package of 
offsets 

 House Ways and Means may come up with 
offset package prior to floor consideration, 
however it is not expected to be international 
tax reform 

  
House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee Chairman Bill Shuster (R-PA) 
released a multi-year surface transportation bill 
as the current authorization expires on October 
29. The “Surface Transportation 
Reauthorization and Reform Act of 2015“ does 
not contain any offsets, which the House Ways 
and Means Committee would typically supply, 
as Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI) told Shuster to 
move forward with the bill without offsets. The 
House Ways and Means Committee may send a 
shell revenue package that extends existing gas 
taxes but does not make up the shortfall in 
funding, and then negotiate from the offsets in 
the Senate’s highway bill. A markup of the 
legislation in the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee has been scheduled 
for October 22.  
 
Jeb Bush Health Care Plan Includes 

Upcoming Dates 
October 29: Highway Trust Fund 
patch and MAP-21 extension expires 
November 5: Treasury’s projection of 
when “extraordinary measures” will be 
exhausted and the debt limit will need 
to be increased 
November/December: CBO’s 
estimate of when the debt limit will 
need to be raised 
December 11: The short-term FY 2016 
CR expires 
March 31, 2016:  FAA extension expires  
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Numerous Tax Elements 
 
Key Points: 

 Governor Bush’s health care proposal contains 
tax provision similar to ACA’s “Cadillac” 
tax 

 
Governor Jeb Bush (R-FL) released his health 
care plan to lower health care costs and ensures 
coverage to serve as a replacement to the 
“Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” 
(P.L. 111-148, 111-152) (ACA). The proposal 
includes tax credits to help individuals purchase 
catastrophic health insurance, as well as a 
provision to limit tax benefits on high-end 
health insurance received through employers. 
The provision has similarities to the ACA’s 
“Cadillac” tax in an effort to control rising 
health care costs. Under the Bush proposal, 
individuals would receive a maximum $12,000 
tax break on the health benefits they receive 
through their employer. Bush’s plan increases 
the maximum contribution to Health Savings 
Accounts to $6,500 annually, and would allow 
small businesses to make tax-free contributions 
to health plans purchased by their employees. 
 
Republican Presidential Candidate John 
Kasich Releases Tax Plan  
 
Key Points: 

 Governor Kasich says proposal will lead to a 
balanced budget in eight years 

 
Governor John Kasich (R-OH) introduced his 
tax plan to cut individual and business taxes 
and simplify the tax code. Under the proposal, 
Kasich would: 

 cut the corporate tax rate to 25 percent;  

 double the research and development 
tax credit for companies with less than 
$20 million in annual gross revenues;  

 allow immediate expensing;  

 move to a territorial tax system; 

 apply repatriation of previously earning 
foreign profits at an unspecified “low 
rate.”  
 

On the individual side, Kasich proposes to: 

 consolidate to three individual tax 
brackets with the highest rate being 28 
percent,  

 increase the Earned Income Tax Credit 
by 10 percent; 

 lower the capital gains tax rate to 15 
percent; 

 eliminate the estate tax; and 

 “simplify” (i.e., modify or eliminate to 
broaden the base) deductions while 
retaining the charitable contribution 
and mortgage interest deductions at 
their current limits.   

 
IRS Holds Hearing on ABLE Programs 
Proposed Regulations 
 
Key Points: 

 Hearing on ABLE proposed regulations 
shows overall support  

 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) held a 
public hearing on proposed regulations to 
implement a new federal law authorizing states 
to offer specially-designed tax-favored 
Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) 
accounts to people with disabilities who 
became disabled before age 26. Participants at 
the hearing raised some concerns with the 
proposed regulations, including the self-
certification provision but were overall 
supportive.  
 
Upcoming Hearings and Events 
 
October 20 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
https://jeb2016.com/backgrounder-health-care-plan/
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/john-kasich-assets/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/KASICH-PLAN-SUMMARY1.pdf
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Social Security Outlook: The Senate 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee will hold a hearing titled 
“Understanding Social Security’s Long-Term 
Fiscal Picture” on Tuesday, October 20. Chief 
actuary of the Social Security Administration 
Stephen Goss; Jagadeesh Gokhale of the Penn 
Wharton Public Policy Initiative; and co-
director of the Center for Economic and Policy 
Research Dean Baker are scheduled to testify.  
 
October 21 
Federal Budget Process: The Senate Budget 
Committee has scheduled a hearing on 
reforming the budget process. Witnesses 
include President and CEO of the Peter G. 
Peterson Foundation Michael Peterson; and 
President of the American Action Forum and 
former CBO Director Douglas Holtz-Eakin.  
 
For more information about tax issues you may email 
or call Christopher Hatcher at 202-659-8201.  Laura 
Simmons contributed to this section.    
  
FINANCIAL SERVICES 
 
FAQs on Tick Size Pilot Program Data 
Collection Released 
 
Key Points: 

 FINRA and NMS Plan Participants release 
a series of FAQs designed to help broker-
dealers with the data collection requirements set 
to begin November 6, 2016.  

 FINRA suggests that the Participants 
anticipate seeking an extension of time for the 
data collection implementation data and the 
pilot program start date. 

  
On May 6, 2015, the SEC released an order 
approving the National Market System (NMS) 
Plan to implement a two–year Tick Size Pilot 
Program set to begin on May 6, 2016. On 
November 6, 2015 trading centers are required 

to begin reporting “market quality data,” 
including: daily market quality statistics of 
orders; market order and marketable limit order 
data; “the daily number of registered market 
makers; and the daily market maker 
participation statistics. A working group of four 
main exchanges and Financial Industry 
Regulatory Authority (FINRA) was established 
to develop FAQs to “spell out the data 
collection requirements for Tick Size Pilot 
securities.”  
 
On October 12, the Tick Pilot Operating 
Committee issued specifications and detailed 
FAQs for the data collection requirements of 
the plan.  The FAQs note that the SROs intend 
to file proposed rules “that will address and 
codify the differences between the reporting 
obligations set forth in these FAQs and those 
set forth in the Plan.” The Plan Participants 
determined that the “most efficient and cost 
effective way to comply with the data collection 
requirements of the Plan is for each Plan 
Participant to collect underlying order and 
transaction data from its DEA members then 
to use that data to compile the statistics 
required.”  The FAQs are divided into the 
following topics: broker-dealer data collection 
requirements; market maker data collection 
requirements, and general questions.  
 
FINRA also issued tick size specific data 
elements required on OATS Reports. FINRA 
indicated that the Tick Size Pilot Plan 
Participants “anticipate seeking an extension of 
time from the SEC of the implementation date 
for the data collection requirements, and of the 
Pilot start date.” 
 
SEC Investor Advisory Committee 
Discusses Market Structure and ETF 
Issues 
 
Key Points: 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
mailto:CWHatcher@wms-jen.com
http://www.sec.gov/news/pressrelease/2015-82.html
http://www.sec.gov/rules/sro/nms/2015/34-74892.pdf
http://www.finra.org/industry/tick-size-pilot-program
http://www.finra.org/industry/faq-data-collection-requirements-broker-dealers
http://www.finra.org/industry/oats/proposed-oats-changes-members-operate-tick-size-pilot-trading-centers#sthash.I5pr2sFb.WvMHPycE.dpuf
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 The SEC Investor Advisory Committee held a 
meeting to discuss market structure issues, 
ETF pricing, the FASB Materiality 
proposal, and SEC enforcement actions.  

 SEC Chair White explained that the SEC 
continues to be focused on the operation of the 
limit-up/limit-down mechanism and the 
quality of exchange traded product secondary 
market pricing. 

 The Division of Trading and Markets is 
working on several rules, including: a proposal 
on enhanced disclosures for ATSs; 
amendments to Rule 606 on order routing 
disclosures; and rules to address the differences 
between serving as a dealer or a trader. 

 
On October 15, the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) convened a meeting of the 
Investor Advisory Committee (IAC) to discuss: 
(1) Recent Market Structure Developments; (2) 
ETF pricing; (3) FASB Materiality Proposal 
Update; and (4) SEC Enforcement Priorities. 
The Advisory Committee will hold its next 
meeting on January 21, 2016.  
 
SEC Chair Mary Jo White gave a statement in 
which she pointed to progress on a number of 
SEC rulemakings. She also pointed to the 
volatility in the market on August 24, noting 
that the SEC is examining exchange traded 
products (ETPs). She explained that the SEC 
has been and continues to be interested in two 
issues: the operation of the limit-up/limit-down 
(LULD), and the quality of exchange traded-
product secondary market pricing. She stated 
that LULD is operating on a pilot basis and the 
SEC will look at whether any amendments are 
needed before LULD is finalized on a 
permanent basis. She added that the SEC staff 
continues to evaluate August 24 trading data, 
including how ETP trading behavior might be 
explained by underlying asset pricing 
uncertainty, the liquidity demand and supply of 

ETP, and low trading volume in individual 
ETPs. 
 
Commissioner Kara Stein stressed the need to 
examine whether market structure is effective 
and efficient, including the need to examine 
what changes would have the biggest impact on 
investors. Stein stressed the need to understand 
what went wrong on August 24 and what needs 
to be changed. She questioned whether there 
should be concerns about retail investors 
shifting their retirement investments from 
mutual funds to ETFs. Commissioner Luis 
Aguilar had his statement read on his behalf, as 
he was unable to attend. He said the pricing of 
ETFs is complicated and deserves discussion. 
He pointed to the issues with ETF pricing on 
August 24 and suggested that the ETF 
ecosystem may need to be reconsidered 
entirely. He listed a number of questions which 
he expressed hope that the Advisory 
Committee would explore.  
 
Commissioner Luis Aguilar issued a statement 
that focused on the pricing of ETFs in light of 
the August 24 market events. He suggested that 
the ETF ecosystem may need to be 
reconsidered entirely, and he listed a number of 
questions which he expressed hope that the 
Advisory Committee would explore. For 
example, he asked whether ETFs may need 
their own price bands that differ from 
individuals stocks, or whether trading halts 
could be based on something other than the 
price band. He questioned whether the market-
wide circuit breaker should be recalibrated, 
such as by triggering them based on the 
number of affected stocks, rather that the 
severity of the volatility. He asked what role 
manual procedures should play, such as those 
used by NYSE. He questioned how ETF 
liquidity providers can be incented to 
participate during times of stress, and whether 
the growth of ETFs into less liquid assets has 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
https://www.sec.gov/spotlight/investor-advisory-committee-2012/iac101515-agenda.htm
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http://www.sec.gov/news/statement/how-can-markets-adapt-to-rapid-growth-etfs.html
http://www.sec.gov/news/statement/how-can-markets-adapt-to-rapid-growth-etfs.html
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impacted the effectiveness of ETF arbitrage 
and pricing mechanisms. He also inquired as to 
whether the SEC should act to curtail the 
growth of ETFs. 
 
SEC Division of Trading and Markets Deputy 
Director Gary Goldsholle stated that EMSAC 
is interested in examining maker-taker fees at 
its next meeting on October 27, explaining that 
some have concerns that maker-taker creates a 
conflict of interest and increases market 
complexity by encouraging multiple order 
types. Goldsholle said the EMSAC will also 
examine the regulatory structure for trading 
venues. Goldsholle said the SEC has charged 
the SROs to further examine LULD based on 
what happened on August 24, and that the SEC 
is also examining the role of manual openings. 
Goldsholle said the Division of Trading and 
Markets is working on several rules, including: 
a proposal on enhanced disclosures for ATSs; 
amendments to Rule 606 on order routing 
disclosures; and rules to address the differences 
between serving as a dealer or a trader.  
 
Upcoming Hearings and Events 
 
October 21 
Regulatory Relief: The House Financial 
Services Committee’s Financial Institutions and 
Consumer Credit Subcommittee will discuss 
legislative proposals to reduce regulatory 
burdens on Main Street job creators. 
 
Housing: The House Financial Services 
Committee’s Housing and Insurance 
Subcommittee will meet to review reforms that 
create housing opportunity, including the 
Housing Opportunity Through Modernization 
Act of 2015 (H.R. 3700). 
 
EMV Chip Card Deadline: The House Small 
Business Committee will hold a hearing entitled 
“The EMV Deadline and What it Means for 

Small Businesses: Part II.” This second hearing 
on the EMV chip payment system and its 
implementation will “receive testimony from 
small business about the challenges and 
implications of the transition.” The scheduled 
witnesses for the hearing include: Ms. Jami 
Wade, Owner, Capitol City CORK and 
Provisions & Capitol City Cinema; Mr. Keith 
Lipert, Owner, Keith Lipert Gallery, (on behalf 
of the National Retail Federation); and Mr. 
Jared Scheeler, Managing Director, The Hub 
Convenience Stores, Inc. (on behalf of the 
National Association of Convenience Stores). 
 
October 22 
Housing: The House Financial Services 
Committee will hold a hearing entitled “The 
Future of Housing in America: 50 Years of 
HUD and its impact on Federal Housing 
Policy.” 
 
Consumer Advisory Board: The Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau’s (CFPB) 
Consumer Advisory Board (CAB) will hold a 
meeting to discuss arbitration, trends and 
themes in the marketplace, and reaching limited 
English speaking consumers. 
 
Puerto Rico: The Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee will hold a hearing to 
discuss Puerto Rico’s economy and debt. 
 
FDIC Board Meeting: The Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC) will hold a 
board meeting to consider: (1) Notice of Final 
Rulemaking to Establish Margin and Capital 
Requirements for Covered Swap Entities and 
Interim Final Rule to Exempt Commercial End 
Users and Small Banks; (2) Update of Projected 
Deposit Insurance Fund Losses, Income, and 
Reserve Ratios for the Restoration Plan; and (3) 
Implementing the Dodd-Frank Requirement to 
Increase the Reserve Ratio from 1.15 Percent 
to 1.35 Percent. 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
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October 23 
SEC Division of Investment Management: 
The House Financial Services Committee’s 
Capital Markets and Government Sponsored 
Enterprises Subcommittee will hold an 
oversight hearing on the Securities and 
Exchange Commission’s Division of 
Investment Management.  David Grim 
(Director, Division of Investment 
Management, SEC) is scheduled to testify. 
 
October 22-23 
Office of Financial Research Conference: 
The Office of Financial Research (OFR) will 
host a conference to “explore how methods 
from diverse fields, such as system analysis, 
agent-based modeling, and data visualization, 
can be used to identify, measure, monitor, and 
mitigate risks in the financial system.’ The 
conference will also “examine how risk is 
measured, monitored, and mitigated in other 
sectors and contexts…; how stakeholders make 
tradeoffs between stability, efficiency, and 
innovation in these contexts; and how lessons 
from these contexts can be applied to the 
financial system.” 
 
October 27 
Equity Market Structure: The Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) Equity Market 
Structure Advisory Committee (EMSAC) will 
hold its second meeting to focus on Rule 610 
and the regulatory structure of exchanges and 
other trading venues. 
 
November 2 
CFTC Market Risk Advisory Committee: 
The Commodity Futures Trading Commission 
(CFTC) will hold a meeting of its Market Risk 
Advisory Committee (MRAC) to discuss the 
Central Counterparty (CCP) Risk Management 
Subcommittee’s “recommendations to the 
MRAC regarding how the CCP default plans 

that were presented at the April 2, 2015 MRAC 
meeting can better reflect market conditions in 
the case of the default of a significant clearing 
member.” 
 
For more information about financial services issues you 
may email or call Joel Oswald at 202-659-8201. 
Rebecca Konst and Alex Barcham contributed to the 
articles. 
 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT 

 
Upcoming Hearings and Events 
 
October 20 
Nominations: The Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee will hold a hearing on 
the following nominations: Cherry Ann 
Murray, to be Director of the Office of Science 
at the Department of Energy; Victoria Marie 
Baecher Wassmer, to be Under Secretary of 

Overview of Upcoming Key Energy and 
Environment Dates:   
     
November 17, 2015: Deadline for 
submission of public comments on the 
EPA’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on 
“Oil and Natural Gas Sector: Emission 
Standards for New and Modified Sources”.    
November 30, 2015: Target date for release 
of the final Renewable Fuel Standard rule 
for blending of ethanol into the U.S. 
transportation fuels supply for 2014-2016.   
November 30, 2015: International climate 
change talks convene in Paris.   
January 8, 2016: Deadline for submission 
of public comments on the Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Administration’s 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on 
“Pipeline Safety: Safety of Hazardous 
Liquid Pipelines.” 
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Energy; Mary Kendall, to be Inspector General 
at the Department of the Interior; Suzette 
Kimball, to be Director of the United States 
Geological Survey; and Kristen Joan Sarri, to 
be an Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
(Policy, Management and Budget). 
 
Climate Change Negotiations: The Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee’s 
Clean Air and Nuclear Safety Subcommittee 
and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee’s 
Multilateral International Development, 
Multilateral Institutions, and International 
Economic, Energy, and Environmental Policy 
Subcommittee will hold a joint hearing on the 
international climate change negotiations 
scheduled to begin in Paris on November 30.   
 
October 21 
EPA Regulatory Impact Analysis: The 
Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee’s Superfund, Waste Management 
and Regulatory Oversight Subcommittee will 
hold a hearing on regulatory analyses of 
pending Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) rules.    
 
BIA and Energy Development: The Senate 
Indian Affairs Committee will hold a hearing 
on the Government Accountability Office’s 
report titled “Poor Management by BIA Has 
Hindered Energy Development on Indian 
Lands.”   
 
Mine Safety: The House Education and the 
Workforce Committee’s Workforce Protections 
Subcommittee will hold a hearing titled 
“Protecting America’s Workers: Reviewing 
Mine Safety Policies with Stakeholders.”  
 
Abandoned Mine Cleanups:  The House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s 
Water Resources and Environment 
Subcommittee will hold a hearing titled 

“Abandoned Mines in the United States and 
Opportunities for Good Samaritan Cleanups.”   
 
Power System Cybersecurity: The House 
Science, Space, and Technology Committee’s 
Energy Subcommittee and Research and 
Technology Subcommittee will hold a hearing 
titled “Cybersecurity for Power Systems.”   
 
October 22 
EPA Regulation of Power Plant Emissions: 
The House Energy and Commerce 
Committee’s Energy and Power Subcommittee 
will hold a hearing titled “EPA’s CO2 
Regulations for New and Existing Power 
Plants: Legal Perspectives.”   
 
October 27 
Stream Protection Rule: The Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee will hold a 
hearing on “the development and potential 
implementation of the Office of Surface 
Mining, Reclamation, and Enforcement’s 
proposed Stream Protection Rule.” 
 
For more information about energy and environment 
issues you may email or call Frank Vlossak at 202-
659-8201. Updates on energy and environment issues 
are also available on twitter. 
 
DEFENSE 
 
Obama Freezes Afghanistan Drawdown  
 
Key Points: 

 The Administration reversed course and opted 
to keep 9,800 troops in Afghanistan through 
the end of the year and 5,500 through at least 
2016 

 The decision was well-received among some 
Republicans, many of whom think the 
Administration should maintain an even 
larger force 

 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
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On October 15, after a week of leaked stories, 
the White House announced that U.S. combat 
troops would remain in Afghanistan despite the 
President’s long planned on withdrawal by the 
end of the 2016 to remove these troops. Recent 
advances by the Taliban, most notably in 
Kunduz, served to strengthen the case being 
made by many at the Pentagon and in Congress 
that the U.S. should keep forces on the ground 
to stabilize the Afghan government and its 
security forces. With U.S. troops remaining in 
Afghanistan for the foreseeable future, the 
Department of Defense (DOD) will continue 
to receive appropriations via the Overseas 
Contingency Operations (OCO) accounts that 
are not subject to the spending caps set in the 
“Budget Control Act of 2011” (P.L. 112-25).  
 
In May 2014, President Barack Obama 
announced his decision on the pace and 
timeline for withdrawing U.S. troops from 
Afghanistan. He remarked that “[a]t the 
beginning of 2015, we will have approximately 
9,800 U.S. service members in different parts 
of the country, together with our NATO allies 
and other partners.” He asserted that “[b]y the 
end of 2015, we will have reduced that 
presence by roughly half, and we will have 
consolidated our troops in Kabul and on 
Bagram Airfield…[and] [o]ne year later, by the 
end of 2016, our military will draw down to a 
normal embassy presence in Kabul, with a 
security assistance component, just as we’ve 
done in Iraq.” 
 
In remarks to the media this week, Obama said 
that “while America’s combat mission in 
Afghanistan may be over, our commitment to 
Afghanistan and its people endures…[and] [a]s 
Commander-in-Chief, I will not allow 
Afghanistan to be used as safe haven for 
terrorists to attack our nation again.” He said 
that “[o]ur forces therefore remain engaged in 
two narrow but critical missions -- training 

Afghan forces, and supporting 
counterterrorism operations against the 
remnants of al Qaeda.” 
 
Obama stated that “[f]ollowing consultations 
with my entire national security team, as well as 
our international partners and members of 
Congress, President Ghani and Chief Executive 
Abdullah, I’m therefore announcing the 
following steps, which I am convinced offer 
the best possibility for lasting progress in 
Afghanistan.” He said that “[f]irst, I’ve decided 
to maintain our current posture of 9,800 troops 
in Afghanistan through most of next year, 
2016…[t]heir mission will not change.” Obama 
stated that “[o]ur troops will continue to pursue 
those two narrow tasks that I outlined earlier -- 
training Afghan forces and going after al 
Qaeda…[b]ut maintaining our current posture 
through most of next year, rather than a more 
rapid drawdown, will allow us to sustain our 
efforts to train and assist Afghan forces as they 
grow stronger -- not only during this fighting 
season, but into the next one.” 
 
Obama said that “[s]econd, I have decided that 
instead of going down to a normal embassy 
presence in Kabul by the end of 2016, we will 
maintain 5,500 troops at a small number of 
bases, including at Bagram, Jalalabad in the 
east, and Kandahar in the south.” He stated 
that “[t]hird, we will work with allies and 
partners to align the steps I am announcing 
today with their own presence in Afghanistan 
after 2016.” Obama stated that “[i]n 
Afghanistan, we are part of a 42-nation 
coalition, and our NATO allies and partners 
can continue to play an indispensable role in 
helping Afghanistan strengthen its security 
forces, including respect for human rights.” He 
remarked that “[a]nd finally, because 
governance and development remain the 
foundation for stability and progress in 
Afghanistan, we will continue to support 
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President Ghani and the national unity 
government as they pursue critical reforms.” 
Obama stated that “[b]y now it should be clear 
to the Taliban and all who oppose 
Afghanistan’s progress the only real way to 
achieve the full drawdown of U.S. and foreign 
troops from Afghanistan is through a lasting 
political settlement with the Afghan 
government…[and] [l]ikewise, sanctuaries for 
the Taliban and other terrorists must end.” 
Obama said “[n]ext week, I’ll host Prime 
Minister Sharif of Pakistan, and I will continue 
to urge all parties in the region to press the 
Taliban to return to peace talks and to do their 
part in pursuit of the peace that Afghans 
deserve.”    
 
In a press release, Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman John McCain (R-AZ) 
stated that “I am pleased that President Obama 
has decided to keep U.S. troops in Afghanistan 
to perform the right missions beyond 2016, 
both in and outside of Kabul.” He said that 
“[h]owever, I am concerned that the number of 
troops will not be sufficient to perform the 
critical tasks being set for them: 
counterterrorism and continuing to train and 
advise our Afghan partners.” McCain claimed 
that “[i]t is highly unlikely that a force level of 
5,500 troops was recommended as the best 
professional judgment of our senior military 
leaders and commanders on the ground in 
Afghanistan…[but] [t]he bottom line is that 
5,500 troops will only be adequate to conduct 
either the counterterrorism or the train and 
advise mission, but not both.” He claimed that 
“[o]ur military commanders have said that both 
are critical to prevent Afghanistan from 
spiraling into chaos.”  
 
House Armed Services Committee Chairman 
Mac Thornberry (R-TX) said in a statement 
that “[w]hile this new plan avoids a disaster, it 
is certainly not a plan for success…[and] 

[g]iven the troubling conditions on the ground 
in Afghanistan and the other security problems 
in the region, keeping 9,800 troops there 
through at least 2016 is necessary to our 
security interests.” 
 
Carter Outlines DOD’s Approach To 
Russia 
 
Key Points: 

 The DOD is working with NATO partners 
to counteract Russia’s influence in Europe 

 The US will continue to fight ISIL in Syria 
without cooperating with Russia 

 
At this week’s Association of the U.S. Army 
annual meeting, Secretary of Defense Ashton 
Carter revealed the Administration’s thinking 
on Russia’s recent moves into Ukraine and 
Syria and the strategic implications for the U.S. 
He proposed a path that would enlist the aid of 
allies in both Europe and the Middle East in 
seeking to counteract Russia’s influence. 
 
Carter stated that “Russia has used political, 
economic, and military tools to undermine the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
neighboring countries, flouted international 
legal norms, and destabilized the European 
security order by attempting to annex Crimea 
and continuing to fuel further violence in 
eastern Ukraine.” He said that “[i]n response, 
as I discussed with our North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) allies last week, and in 
the months before that, we’re taking a strong 
and balanced strategic approach.” Carter stated 
that “[w]e’ll take all the necessary steps to deter 
Russia’s malign and destabilizing influence, 
coercion and aggression…[and] [t]his is the 
new reality for us strategically, but it looks like 
it’s here to stay.” He claimed that “we will 
continue to make it clear that if Russia wants to 
end its international isolation and be 
considered a responsible power, it has to stop 
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its aggression in eastern Ukraine; end the 
annexation -- it’s occupation and attempted 
annexation of Crimea; and live up to its 
commitments under the Minsk agreement.” 
 
Carter stated that “[t]he 20th century NATO 
playbook was successful in creating a Europe 
whole, free, and at peace…[but] [w]e have to 
write a new playbook, which includes to 
counter new challenges like hybrid warfare and 
cyber; better integrating conventional and 
nuclear deterrence in Europe; as well as 
adjusting our posture and presence to adapt 
and respond to these new challenges and 
threats.” He asserted that “the Army is at the 
center of that strategy…[a]nd that’s why we’ll 
continue to need the Army’s posture and 
presence in Europe, reassuring allies and 
reminding adversaries of our unmatched 
capabilities, strength, reach and readiness.”  
 
Carter stated that “on top of their behavior in 
Ukraine, Russia’s behavior in Syria is 
concerning and cross-wise to a sensible course 
of action…[and] [i]nstead of engaging in a 
political transition in Syria which is needed in 
that long-suffering country, Russia has chosen 
to double-down on their longstanding 
relationship with Assad, committing additional 
military hardware capabilities and personnel.” 
He added that “the Russians originally said they 
were going to fight Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL), al-Nusra and other terrorist 
organizations.” Carter contended that 
“[h]owever, within days of deploying their 
forces, the Russians began striking targets that 
are not any of these groups.” He claimed that 
“[t]his is a fundamental strategic mistake -- one 
that will inflame and prolong the Syrian civil 
war, fueling the very radicalism that Russia says 
it fears, and I think it has reason to fear. “ 
 
Carter stated that “[w]e have not, for our part, 
and will not agree to cooperate with Russia as 

long as they continue to pursue a misguided 
strategy.” He said that “[w]e are including an 
agreement on air crew safety and 
professionalism in view of the fact that we’re 
both operating in airspace above Syria.” Carter 
asserted that “[w]e’ve seen some unprofessional 
behavior from Russian forces…[and] [t]hey 
violated Turkish airspace, which we strongly 
affirmed in Brussels last week, is NATO 
airspace.” He said that “[t]hey’ve shot cruise 
missiles from a ship ion the Caspian Sea 
without warning…[and] [t]hey’ve come within 
just a few miles of one of our unmanned aerial 
vehicles.” He said that “this agreement, when 
concluded, will address these safety issues.” 
 
Carter stated that “Russia’s also initiated a joint 
ground offensive with the Syrian regime, 
shattering the facade that they’re there to fight 
ISIL…[and] [t]his will have consequences for 
Russia itself, which, as I said, is rightly fearful 
of an attack on Russia.” He asserted that 
“[n]ow, Russia has the opportunity to change 
course, rejoin the track towards genuinely 
fighting extremism rather than fueling 
extremism, and participating in a political 
transition in Damascus…[and] I don’t know if 
they will. “ Carter stated that “[f]or now, from 
the Kamchatka peninsula through South Asia, 
into the Caucasus and around to the Baltics, 
Russia has continued to wrap itself in a shroud 
of isolation, and only the Kremlin can decide to 
change that.” He said that “I made it clear to 
our NATO allies that, despite a strategically 
mistaken action by the Russians, we, for our 
part, will continue to prosecute the counter-
ISIL campaign with the same determination 
and in the same battle space as we have since it 
started in Syria.” 
 
Upcoming Hearings and Events 
 
October 21 
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Defense Policy Outlook: The Senate Armed 
Services Committee will hold a hearing to 
discuss the future of defense reform. 
 
Defense Security Cooperation:  The House 
Armed Services Committee will hold a hearing 
to discuss DoD security cooperation. 
 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter: The House Armed 
Services Committee will hold a hearing to 
discuss the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter Program. 
 
Homeland and Global Security Issues: The 
House Homeland Security Committee will hold 
a hearing to discuss worldwide threats and 
homeland security challenges. 
 
October 22 
Adversarial Propaganda and Defense: The 
House Armed Services Committee will hold a 
hearing to discuss countering adversarial 
propaganda. 
 
For more information on defense issues you may email 
or call Michael Kans at 202-659-8201.  
 
HEALTH 
 
Bush Unveils Healthcare Proposal 
 
Key Points: 

 Governor Bush outlines ACA Repeal and 
Replace Proposal 

 
Republican Presidential candidate Jeb Bush 
outlined his proposal to repeal and replace the 
“Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” 
(P.L. 111-148, 111-152) (ACA). The proposal 
focuses on promoting innovation, lowering 
health care costs, and empowering states in the 
health care market.  
 
Bush proposes to modernize the Food and 
Drug Administration’s (FDA) regulatory 

process, increase funding for that National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), and includes other 
components designed to promote medical 
innovation. The proposal also includes reforms 
to the employer sponsored healthcare market, 
including tax credits that grow with inflation, 
increase in Health Savings Accounts (HSAs), 
and would cap the employer tax exclusion at 
$12,000 for individuals, and $30,000 for family 
plans to encourage employers to offer lower-
cost plans. Bush suggested that this proposal 
would replace the ACA’s “Cadillac” tax.  
 
Finally, the proposal calls for state reforms to 
improve the transparency of healthcare 
outcomes. Under the plan, states will receive 
streamlined, capped federal funding that meet 
outlined metrics to: increase competition in 
their insurance markets and strengthen the 
health care safety net. To increase competition, 
states will: ensure access to affordable, 
catastrophic plans in their states; provide a 
continuous coverage guarantee for individuals 
with pre-existing conditions; provide access to 
affordable care and improved health outcomes; 
lower health care cost growth, including 
medical liability reform; and a transition plan 
for the 17 million individuals currently 
receiving coverage through the ACA 
exchanges. 
 
Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) and Governor 
Bobby Jindal (R-LA), have also introduced 
comprehensive plans to replace the ACA. 
Rubio’s plan, outlined in a Politico op-ed 
entitled, “My Plan to Fix Health Care,” 
promises to replace the “fatally flawed” ACA 
with “modern, consumer-centered reforms that 
lower costs, embrace innovation in healthcare 
and actually increase choices and improve 
quality of care.” Specifically, the Rubio 
proposal would create refundable tax credits 
for the purchase of health insurance, and would 
allow for the purchase of health insurance 
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across state lines. It also proposes to expand 
the use HSAs. Finally, the plan would also 
reform Medicaid into a per-capita block grant 
system to provide states additional flexibility in 
spending Federal Medicaid funding. Other 
Republican candidates including Governor 
John Kasich have also included Medicaid 
flexibility as a core component of their 
healthcare and entitlement proposals.  
 
Meanwhile, as early as next week, the full 
House could vote on the budget reconciliation 
package approved by the House Budget 
Committee. This includes recommendations 
from the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, the House Ways and Means 
Committee, and the House Education and 
Workforce Committee. Many of the provisions 
in this package would repeal or defund 
portions of the ACA, such as the law’s 
individual and employer mandates, the 
“Cadillac” tax on high cost health plans, the 
medical device tax, the Prevention and Public 
Health Fund, and the Independent Payment 
Advisory Board (IPAB).  
 
Upcoming Hearings and Events 
 
October 18-20 
Hospitals: U.S. News &World Report will 
hold the third annual Hospital of Tomorrow 
Conference.  
 
October 19-20 
Medicare: America’s Health Insurance Plans 
(AHIP) will hold its 2015 National Conference 
on Medicare.  
 
October 19 
Aging: The National Academy of Medicine 
will hold its annual meeting on “Aging: 
Complexities, Opportunities and Impacts on 
Society.” 
 

Clinical Diagnostic Laboratory Tests: CMS 
will hold a meeting of the Advisory Panel on 
Clinical Diagnostic Laboratory Tests to address 
issues relating to the CY2016 clinical laboratory 
fee schedule (CLFS) preliminary determinations 
of new and reconsidered test codes, as well as 
provide input on other CY2016 CLFS issues 
that are designated in the Panel’s charter. 
 
October 20 
Health Care: The U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its fourth annual health 
care summit. 
 
Human Subjects: The Department of Health 
and Human Services will hold a meeting on 
federal policy for the protection of human 
subjects to obtain responses from federal 
government representatives on a range of 
questions related to the Federal Policy for the 
Protection of Human Subjects NPRM that 
HHS and fifteen other federal departments and 
agencies published in the Federal Register on 
September 8, 2015. 
 
Drug Abuse: The House Energy and 
Commerce’s Health Subcommittee will hold a 
hearing entitled “Examining Legislative 
Proposals to Combat our Nation’s Drug Abuse 
Crisis.” 
 
End of Life Care: Third Way and the Council 
for Affordable Health Coverage will hold a 
briefing on “Helping People Get the End of 
Life Care They Want.”  
 
October 21 -22 
Rare Diseases: The National Organization for 
Rare Disorders will hold its 2015 Rare Diseases 
& Orphan Products Breakthrough Summit. 
 
October 21 
Medicare Part D: The House Energy and 
Commerce Committee’s Health Subcommittee 
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will hold a hearing entitled “Examining the 
Medicare Part D Medication Therapy 
Management Program.” 
 
October 22 
Personalized Medicine: The Hill will hold an 
event on “Personalized Medicine: A Policy 
Discussion on the Next Health Frontier.”  
 
For more information about healthcare issues you may 
email or call Matthew Hoekstra or George Olsen at 
202-659-8201.  
 
TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE  
 
Surface Transportation Markup Announced 
 
Key Points: 

 Next week, the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee will mark up a six-
year package that is not paid for in the hopes 
of going to conference with the Senate 

 
On October 16, the House Transportation & 
Infrastructure Committee released its draft 
“Surface Transportation Reauthorization and 
Reform Act of 2015,” a six-year package that 
does not include pay-fors ahead of its October 
22 markup. The bill is bipartisan as evidenced 
by its sponsors: full Committee Chairman Bill 
Shuster (R-PA) and Ranking Member Peter 
DeFazio (D-OR) and Highways and Transit 
Subcommittee Chairman Sam Graves (R-MO) 
and Ranking Member Eleanor Holmes Norton 
(D-DC). However, there may be challenges in 
bringing the bill to the House floor because 
there are no means of paying for the package.  
 
In contrast, the Senate’s bill, the “Developing a 
Reliable and Innovative Vision for the 
Economy Act” (DRIVE Act) (H.R. 22), 
includes pay-fors that would fund that 
legislation for three years. It is possible that the 

House would look to sue some of the same 
pay-fors, so at the end of the legislative 
process, a surface transportation of three years 
may be what Congress sends the President. 
Finally, there is likely not time enough for the 
House to pass a bill and to agree with the 
Senate on a final bill by the October 29 
expiration of the authorities and funding in the 
“Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st 
Century Act” (MAP-21) (P.L. 112-141). 
Therefore, Congress will need to move a short 
term extension, which may be relatively easy 
given the Department of Transportation’s 
projections of Highway Trust Fund should 
remain solvent until late next spring.  
 
In its one-page summary, the Committee 
claimed that “[t]he Surface Transportation 
Reauthorization and Reform Act of 2015 is a 
multi-year, fiscally responsible surface 
transportation reauthorization bill that 
improves our Nation’s infrastructure, reforms 
our surface transportation programs, refocuses 
those programs on addressing national 
priorities, maintains a strong commitment to 
safety, and welcomes innovation to make the 
system safer and more efficient.” The 
Committee stated that “[t]his bill will help us 
spend less time stuck in traffic, facilitate 
commerce and economic growth, boost our 
competitiveness, help create jobs, and improve 
our quality of life.” 
 
The Committee claimed that the bill would do 
the following: 

 Improving Our Infrastructure 
o Provides certainty for state and 

local governments to undertake 
large-scale, complex 
transportation projects 

o Provides flexibility for states to 
invest in bridge rehabilitation 
and replacement 
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o Eliminates red tape that slows 
down infrastructure 
improvements 

 Reforms  
o Streamlines the environmental 

review and permitting process 
to cut red tape and accelerate 
project delivery 

o Provides more flexibility and 
decision-making to states and 
local governments to allow 
them to better address their 
priorities and needs 

o Eliminates and consolidates 
offices within the Department 
of Transportation 

o Establishes a National Surface 
Transportation and Innovative 
Finance Bureau to provide 
assistance to help state, local, 
and private sector partners 
move transportation projects 
forward 

o Overhauls federal truck and bus 
safety grant programs and 
rulemaking processes 

o Reforms truck and bus safety 
programs and eases 
administrative burdens on small 
businesses 

 Refocusing on National Priorities 
o Facilitates commerce and the 

movement of goods by 
establishing a Nationally 
Significant Freight and Highway 
Projects Program  

o Provides flexibility to states to 
target driver safety grants on 
their pressing safety needs 

o Consolidates truck and bus 
safety grant programs and 
provides state flexibility on 
safety priorities 

 Innovation 

o Promotes private investment in 
our surface transportation 
system 

o Promotes the deployment of 
transportation technologies and 
congestion management tools 
that support an efficient and 
safe surface transportation 
system for all 

o Updates federal research and 
transportation standards 
development to reflect the 
growth of technology in 
transportation 

o Encourages the installation of 
vehicle-to-infrastructure 
equipment to reduce congestion 
and improve safety 

o Improves truck and bus safety 
by accelerating the introduction 
of new transportation 
technologies 

 
Overall Highway Funding 
In terms of available funding for highways, the 
“Surface Transportation Reauthorization and 
Reform Act of 2015” would set an obligation 
ceiling “for Federal-aid highway and highway 
safety construction programs shall not exceed:” 

 $40,867,000,000 for fiscal year 2016 

 $41,599,000,000 for fiscal year 2017 

 $42,453,000,000 for fiscal year 2018 

 $43,307,000,000 for fiscal year 2019 

 $44,201,000,000 for fiscal year 2020 

 $45,096,000,000 for fiscal year 2021 
 
The bill would authorize appropriations from 
the Highway Trust Fund for the following 
programs in the following amounts: 
Federal-aid Highway Programs: 

 $38,419,500,000 for fiscal year 2016 

 $39,113,500,000 for fiscal year 2017 

 $39,927,500,000 for fiscal year 2018 
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 $40,764,000,000 for fiscal year 2019 

 $41,623,000,000 for fiscal year 2020 

 $42,483,000,000 for fiscal year 2021 
 
Transit Formula Programs 
In terms of available funding for transit 
formula programs, the “Surface Transportation 
Reauthorization and Reform Act of 2015” 
would set an obligation ceiling for these 
programs of: 

 $8,724,000,000 in fiscal year 2016 

 $8,879,000,000 in fiscal year 2017 

 $9,059,000,000 in fiscal year 2018 

 $9,240,000,000 in fiscal year 2019 

 $9,429,000,000 in fiscal year 2020 

 $9,618,000,000 in fiscal year 2021 
 
New Starts and Small Starts 
Additionally, the bill would authorize 
appropriations for Capital Investment Grants 
programs (aka New Starts and Small Starts) of 

 $2,029,000,000 for fiscal year 2016 

 $2,065,000,000 for fiscal year 2017 

 $2,106,000,000 for fiscal year 2018 

 $2,149,000,000 for fiscal year 2019 

 $2,193,000,000 for fiscal year 2020 

 $2,237,000,000 for fiscal year 2021 
 
NHTSA Reauthorization Released 
 
Key Points: 

 The House Energy and Commerce Committee 
releases a draft reauthorization of NHTSA 
and other highway safety programs 

 
On October 14, the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee’s Commerce, 
Manufacturing, and Trade Committee “released 
a number of staff drafted proposals as part of 
the committee’s ongoing work to keep families 
safe on America’s roads.” In addition to the 
draft legislation the Subcommittee released that 
would reform a number of the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s 
(NHTSA) authorities, the Subcommittee will 
hold a hearing titled “Examining Ways to 
Improve Vehicle and Roadway Safety” “to 
discuss the proposals and other ideas for 
improving motor vehicle safety – including 
measures aimed at manufacturers and the 
NHTSA.”  
 
Full Committee Chairman Fred Upton (R-MI) 
and Subcommittee Chairman Michael Burgess 
(R-TX) asserted that “there is an urgency for 
improvement with both automakers and 
NHTSA as the next generation of vehicles and 
innovation are set to emerge. It is an ever-
changing landscape, and we look forward to 
working with our colleagues and stakeholders 
as this important process continues.” Upton 
and Burgess stated that “[t]he staff draft 
includes proposals to: 

 Incentivize the adoption of crash 
avoidance technologies and other 
connected vehicle technologies that 
improve roadway safety and fuel 
efficiency; 

 Improve recall awareness; 

 Increase privacy and security 
protections for motorists; and 

 Modernize NHTSA for the digital age.” 
 
Upcoming hearings and Events 
 
October 21 
Road and Vehicle Safety: The House Energy 
& Commerce Committee will hold a hearing to 
discuss improving vehicle and roadway safety. 
 
October 22 
Surface Transportation Reauthorization: 
The House Transportation & Infrastructure 
Committee will hold a markup of the surface 
transportation reauthorization bill. 
 
October 27 
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U.S. Port Safety: The House Transportation 
& Infrastructure Committee will hold a hearing 
to discuss preventing dirty bombs at U.S. ports. 
 
For more information on transportation issues you may 
email or call Michael Kans at 202-659-8201.  
 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
Members Press Commerce and FTC to 
Protect Data Flows After EU Safe Harbor 
Ruling  
 
Key Points: 

 Members press the Department of Commerce 
and FTC to reach agreement with European 
regulators on a new agreement to replace the 
Safe Harbor framework that allowed 
multinationals to shift personal data out of 
Europe 

 
On October 14, the chairs and ranking 
members of the House and Senate committees 
of jurisdiction sent a letter to the Secretary of 
Commerce Penny Pritzker and Federal Trade 
Commission Chairwoman Edith Ramirez 
urging them “to redouble efforts on finalizing a 
successor agreement to the now stricken “Safe 
Harbor” agreement to allow trans-Atlantic data 
flows to continue.” The letter was signed by 
Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee Chairman John Thune (R-SD) and 
Ranking Member Bill Nelson (D-FL), House 
Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Fred Upton (R-MI) and Ranking Member 
Frank Pallone Jr (D-NJ) and 52 other Members 
of the Senate and House. Last week, the Court 
of Justice of the European Union (ECJ) issued 
a decision that struck down the U.S.-EU Safe 
Harbor Framework, the mode by which U.S. 
multinationals may transfer personal data 
outside of EU nations.  
 

The Members asserted that “[t]rans-Atlantic 
digital trade is of critical importance to both the 
U.S. economy and the economy of the 
EU…[and] [t]he recent decision of the ECJ to 
invalidate the Safe Harbor Agreement 
unfortunately creates significant uncertainty for 
the customers and partners of businesses that 
send data between Europe and the United 
States.” They contended that “[a]fter two years 
of negotiations, we understand significant 
progress has been made on a new agreement 
with the EU that would guarantee continued 
trans-Atlantic data flows and adequately protect 
consumer data.” The Members stated that 
“[t]he ECJ decision makes urgent the need to 
redouble your efforts and conclude a successor 
to the now-invalidated Safe Harbor 
Agreement.” They claimed that “[t]he 
announcement of a revised framework will 
represent an important step in clarifying 
misinformation and providing marketplace 
stability.” They said that “[f]inally, we 
encourage you to work closely with your 
European counterparts to issue interim 
guidance for businesses that have relied upon 
the Safe Harbor…[and] [i]t is imperative these 
businesses are able to continue operating in the 
absence of the Safe Harbor.” 
 
Upcoming Hearings and Events 
 
October 21 
Tech Support Fraud: The Senate Special 
Aging Committee will hold a hearing to discuss 
tech support fraud. 
 
Law Enforcement Cell Phone Tracking 
Devices: The House Oversight & 
Government Reform Committee will hold a 
hearing to discuss law enforcement use of cell 
phone tracking devices. 
 
Cybersecurity and Electric Power: The 
House Science, Space, and Technology 

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=399348
mailto:mdkans@wms-jen.com
http://energycommerce.house.gov/letter/letter-department-commerce-and-ftc-regarding-safe-harbors
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf;jsessionid=9ea7d2dc30ddd81eb1ab767e4cd7b4ee8f2a416e8276.e34KaxiLc3qMb40Rch0SaxuRbhr0?text=&docid=169195&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=91906
http://www.export.gov/safeharbor/eu/eg_main_018365.asp
http://www.export.gov/safeharbor/eu/eg_main_018365.asp
http://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/virtual-victims-when-computer-tech-support-becomes-a-scam
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/examining-law-enforcement-use-of-cell-phone-tracking-devices/
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Committee will hold a hearing to discuss 
cybersecurity for power systems. 
 
Credit Card Security: The House Small 
Business Committee will hold a hearing to 
discuss credit card security. 
 
For more information on technology issues you may 
email or call Michael Kans at 202-659-8201.  
 
This Week in Congress was written by Laura 
Simmons.  

http://www.williamsandjensen.com/
https://science.house.gov/legislation/hearings/subcommittee-energy-and-subcommittee-research-and-technology-hearing
http://www.smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=398522
mailto:mdkans@wms-jen.com
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